


The pages that follow will open the gates of a new life to us as 
Christians and a vision of our responsibility for the future of our 
church. It will present a challenge for tomorrow. This booklet is affec­
tionately dedicated to the laymen and laywomen of St. Gabriel's Con­
gregation. By their vision and faithfulness, as well as by their sacrificial 
giving, they show their love for God and man. 

For Where Your Treasure Is, There Will Be Your Heart Also . .. Luke 12:34 



A Message Frolll 
Our Pastor 

My Dear Parishioners: 
From time to time you have been advised from the pulpit and in our bulletin 

of the fin a ncial position of our parish. You are also' well aware of our present need 
for additiona l facilities, both to our school and Church. Now we are to the poin t where 
we must find out how much money we can anticipate receiving each year so t hat 
we can proceed to plan for our building program and other needs. 

As we enter into this great program together, each of us mu st try to do what­
ever we are asked to do willingly, thoroughly and promptly, in accordance with this 
plan. We can and will succeed in our effor ts to raise the maximum amount possible 
for our sch ool to the degree in which we believe in Faith, Prayer and Sacrifice. 

Faith-in the need and our ability to meet the need. 

Prayer- the collective and individual prayers of all our members and friends; 
and 

Sacrifice-of our time, our funds and our opinions. 

This canvass will surely have God's Blessing. It is fundamenta,lly Catholic . It 
is based upon the need for greater interest and service in the Faith. 

Sincerely yours, 



To Do Our Part 


DR T. F. FARRELL M.D. 
General Cha irman 

Dear Friends: 
We have now reached that time w hen we of 

St. Gabriel's cong regation are actua ll y begin­
ning the drive w h ich I know w ill be the suc­
cessful culmination of all OUf hopes and prayers 
these many years. A canvass to f G.i se the $250,­
000 that is necessary to provide the new ed­
ucational unit that we are all aware of bein g 
so urgently needed. 

DUl'ing the past few weeks th~ framework of 
leadership and the methods of conducting o ur 
ca mpa ign have been carefu lly prepared so that 
now with the enthusias tic help of eve ry Joyal 
member, bo th young and old, of St. Gabriels 
parish we can push forward .::md make our pre­
vious hopes and drea ms an actua l reality. The 
job will not be too great or difficult wi th every~ 
one contributing his share in effor t and en­
thus iasm. 

Le t us all unite in this one big common re­
so lve to meet the first big cha l1enge that St. 
Gabriel's parish has ever had put to them with 
our maximum effor t and ou r mutual prayers 
and I a m convinced we can accomplish our goa l. 

Sincerely yours, 

T. F. Farrell, M.D. 

A. D. LACKE 
Cha irman of Canvass Advisory Committee 

The Story of our Church a nd school has been 
one of dynamic growth. Throughout the history 
of our Church, our Parish has met the cha llenge 
of changing times, some times suffer ing, but a l­
w ays tr iumphing in the e nd. 

Cha lle nges a rise, problems are posed and 
both a re met and solved through the dedicated 
work of aU the people of the parish. 

Our problem now is that of physical facilities 
w hich a re inadeq uate to ministe r effec tively to 
the spiritual needs of a s teadily increas ing 
Catholic population in our Parish . 

Crowded class rooms demand the immediate 
erection of new class rooms and improved gen ­
eral fac ilities. Our children mus t not be denied 
the benefits of the adequa te classrooms that are 
so necessary to fit them for thei r stations in life. 

T hrough the united effort of al1 of us, and 
with God's inspiration and help, we shall suc­
cessfully meet the cha lle nge lo the greater 
glor y of God and the benefit of man. 

A . B . Lack. 

Chairman, Canvas Advisory Committee 




Our Canvass Leaders 


Loren Small Hobert Halverson Ray Weighner, 

Initial Gifts Chairman Canvass Committee Chairman Special Gifts Chairman 


John Krey 
Terms Chairman 

Here are but a few of 
our Canvass Leaders. In a 
sense they are but sy mbols 
of sc{)res of faithful men 
and women of St. Gabriel 's 
Congregation who wi I I 
ded icate the coming days, 
set aside large blocks of 
time from already crowd­
ed schedules, and give of 
themselves without stint 
or measure, to the inspir­
ing challenge of this great 
hour in the history of our 
parish. 

We now enter a new era 
in our development, one 
that imposes the greatest 

Gordon J . Bowar 

Arrangemen ts Committee 


Chairman 


pa s sib I e test of fait h. 
Through this effort we 
wi ll seek increasingly to 
translate t he Will of God 
into the minds and hearts 
of 'our children and to men 
and women as well. 

Our Church leaders in­
spire us: they lead us to 
new heights of achieve­
ment in this forw ard step 
for God. 

Great vision, dedication, 
and a spirit of sacrifice on 
the part of the members 
of St. Gabriel's C{)ngrega­
tion , will bring ou r plans 
and hopes to fulfillment. 



Canvass Advisory Committee 


Back Row: R. Halverson, F. Keating, F. Finley. T. Zinkie. G. Bowars. R. Rink, V. Hill . 
Fr. Burns. Front Row: E. Farre ll . W. Fisher, L. Lipke. E. Brunet. F. Antoine, A. 
Lacke, H. Lochner, N. Day, E. Baste!. 

Canvass Conlmittee 

Back Row: D. Delurey. E. Baste l, H. Zabel. D. K napp, E. Favre. H. Lochner, 

Bonne, K. Loney, J. Vall ey, F. Keating, A . Gi llitzer. Midd le R'ow: H. Maher, H. Du­

Charme, E. Flitsch, J. Delurey, D. Sherman, N. Day, W. Quinn, N. Knapp, L. Zabel, 

J. Matousek, T. Zinki e, A. DuCharme. C. McGrath. Front Row : R. Tesar, B. Gillitze r, 
F. Antoine, G. Bowar, R. Halverso n, T. Farre ll , Fr. Burns, A. Lacke, J. Krey, R. 
Weighner, L. Small , J. Valley. 



A Bit of Our Church and School History 


One hundred and forty years ago on Apr, 
17, 1816 a priest came to Prairie dll Chicn 
who was destined to establish a Catholic 
parish at this place. 

Father Marie Joseph Dunand, a Trap­
pist, came here from Sf. Louis full of zeal 
and religious fervor and was well prepared 
for the mis:jion. He said his first J\Tass here 
on a Friday in April, 1817 in the Fourth 
Ward of this city (it was the main village 
then.) He stayed a month and 'organized 
the people into a congregation. 

It was 10 years later on May 21, 1827, 
that Father Francis Vincent Badin arrived 
from Detroit. He establihsed himself in 
the hospital part of Old Ft. Crawford whenl 
he sang High Ma,s and conducted his 
services. On June 8,1827, people were cut­
ting to build a church 50 feet long, 
but the Winnebago war interruped the 
work. 

Fr. }1azzuchelli said he had to hire a 
house to say Mass in 1832. Rut, Bishop 
Loras ,ays, "they gathered m a house which 
served as a chapel and went from there to 
lay the cornerstone of a church," indicat­
ing that a Jog huilding may have served 
for a church. The Badin house marks the 
place that Fr. Galtier kept his horse and 
is the likely site of the log church if there 
was on€, 

Fr. ;;1azzuchelli's flrst visit here was on 
Sept. 21, 1832. He and Judge Doty came on 
horseback from Green Bay and spent 15 
years and were encouraged at the prospects 
of the parish. It is likely he ouggested the 
name of St. Gabriel's, fot' in Bishop Ros­
saU's report in 1938 it was so called. On 
his second visit in the winter of 1834-35, 
he staved about three months. During his 
third ~isit in February, 1836, he acquired 
the present site of St. Gabriel's church. 

On the first visi! of Bishop Loras, July 
14, 1839, the cornerstone was laid for a 
rock church 100 feet long and 50 feet wide. 
Just when the building was finished is not 
certain. Bishop Henni, 'on his first visit in 

1834, said it W118 not finished but had a 
debt of $3,000. 

Father Galtier said in his diary that it 
took 18 years to complete it. The building 
of this c'hurch was a difficult task. 

Fl'. :vla%zuchelli tells of organizing an 
aid society. IIIen were to pay 50 cents per 
month Rnd won1en 25 cents. Fr. Mazztl ­
chelli lived to see his people at Prairie du 
Chien become a vigourous and strong con­
gregation. 

Fr. Dunand, the founder, Fr. Badin and 
Fr, !\Iazzuchelli may be considered the 
builders of the parish, although Fr. Cretin 
is given the most credit for awakening the 
faith and building up the congregation 
spiritually during the years hetween 1839 
and 18'H. Fr. Gallier ministered here for 
19 years and finished St. Gabriel's. 

As early as 1840 sisters have been in 
Prairie du Chien. From 1857 until 1862, 
the Dominican order kept it school here. 
In 18GD the Franciscans opened a school for 
St. Gabriel's parish. They also kept a sep­
arate school in the Old Prairie House. In 
1872 the catholic school came under and 
is still under the Notre Dame Sisters. 

Other changes were made about 1850. 
Father Cretin put a spire on the church. 
In 1847 " parish house, still in use, was 
built. In 1871 St. John's college was begun 
in the Brisbois hotel and was closed in 
1879. In 1880 the Jesuits took over from 
the Benedictines who had charge of St. 
Gabriel's for four years and began in the 
same building Campion .Jesuit sehooL 

In 1889, under Jesuits, a new tower was 
built on St. Gabriel's. St. Gabriel's came 
under secular priest in 1891. In 1908, a 
new front with two spires and interior 
changes were made and in 1935 a new 
school building hall was erected. The 
Jesuits returned to St. Gabriel's in 1916 
and still have a pastor and uS5istant in 
charge. Rev. Earl L. Burns S.J., and Rev. 
Joseph P. Melchiors, S.J. 



Church Members Owe a Debt to These--­


Let Us Not Fail Tllem. 




Our School Facilities Must Be 


Modernized and Expanded. 




Hostess Committee 


Mrs. Loren Small Mrs. Vern deLorimier 
Co-Chairman Co-Chairman 

Front Row: Sull ivan, Dagnon, Finley, Loc hner, Halverson, Bower, McClure, Slet- · 
mark, Schweiger. Second Ro w: Cherrier, Maher, Zin kIe, Garrity, Lacke, Qui n n, Hill, 
Favre, Farrell, Fernette, Bock. Third Row: Antoi ne, Farrell , Farrell, Hoffman, 
Dob bs, Steiner, Gebe l. F ourth Ro w: Daley, Coorou g h, Za bel, Ca rdin e , No lan, Gen­
tes. Top Row : Gillitzer, Zw ingle , Zabel, Co llins, Delurey , Dohse, Small, Kuckenbeck­
er, Bastel, Campbell, Voth , Burke, Keatin g, Du Charme, Brunet, deLorimier, Fr. 
Burns. 



Our Canvass Plan 


Canvass Building Fund Goal 

In 'order to raise $250,000,00, which is our Canvass Combined Funds Goal, it 

has been agreed that we will conduct between now and May 1:3, 1956­

An ORGANIZED 

INTENSIVE 

FACE-TO-FACE 

SOLICITATION IN THE HOMES 

FOR COMBIl'iED F1JNDS PLEDGES 

OVER 100 WEEK PERIOD 

BEGIN.0rING MAY 13, 1956 

Solicitations will be limited to mem ber-families, prospective church members, 

parents of School childmn, and any other persons and families who consider them­

selves affiliated with our Church, but who arc not teohnically members, 

Individual face-to-face solicItation means that there will be no solicitation III 

groups or meetings nor will any solioitations be oondueted by maiL Instead, a suftl­

cient numher of our Church men have bee n enlisted, qualified and organized .as can­

vassers to visit and solicit eacb family of the Church indlvidually and privately. 

The intensive aspect of this Canvass means that we will concentrate our 

efforts to obtain pledges from every mem ber-family during an intensive two-week 

solicitation period, which will avoid the necessity for n long-drawn-out follow-up 

program. 

This will be primarily a Canvass for 100 week piedges, Families pJedging less 

than $1,000 will be encouraged to use the weekly payment method. Contributions 

and even initi(:ll eash payments on pledges will be discouraged during the Canvass 

period, The use of pJedges over a 100 week period is a basic requirement of this Can­

vass, because it has been proven mllny times t.hat the only manner in which the 
members and ,friends of a Church of this size can provide S250.000 for such it pro­

gram is not by cash contributions, but by subscription to the payment of SACRI­

FICIAL amounts weekly over a two-year period. 



Our Trustees 


Edward G. Farrell 

Trustee 


Dear Friends: 

We have now reached that time w hen we of 
St. Gabriel's Church are actuaHy beginning the 
drive to which so much prayer and thought has 
been given. The canvass to raise a minimum of 
$250,000.00 to pay for our new school and 
church budget. 

We have the leadership and the plans, and 
based on the past record of generous giving, 
and the spirit of cooperation well known to all, 
we are going to make this canvass a complete 
success. It is a call to Catholic action which 
offers each an opportunnity to measure up to 
our chris tian obligation and responsibility. 

It is OU1" earnest desire and praye r, that each 
member shall experience new spiritual growth 
in their own Ji ves by lending themselves w hole 
h ear tedly to the great task before us, and with 
this objective in mind, we seek your loyal co­
operation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Edward G . Farrell 

F. 	J . Antoine, Jr. 
Trustee 

Dear Fellow -Parishioner: 

For the past several years, all of us have 
realized the press ing need for a new school at 
St. Gabriel's, and more recenlly we have be ­
come increasingly aware of the many other 
needs of our parish . A new school is dear to the 
hearts of all who love Sl. GabdeJ's, but we 
must not allow ourselves to lose sigh t of the 
many other day to day needs. 

We have now been presented with the op­
portunity to realize the fulfillment of our hopes 
and desires, and a t the same time show the 
measure of our Love for our Parish. 

However, the accomplishment of the task be­
fore us will not be easy, and is necessarily 
dependent upon the cooperation of every mem­
ber of St. Gabriel'S. The solicitor who will 
caB upon you is not working for himself, but is 
freely givjng of his time and effort for the love 
of God and for our children. He w i1l have al­
ready made his personal sacrificia l pledge 
before he calls. You can lighten his task by 
your friendly greeting and wil1ing cooperation. 

Please bear in mind that your gift is not only 
to St. Gabriel' s Church and School, but is in 
truth a gift to God, and that God will not be 
outdone in generos ity. 

When the present canvass has been complet­
ed, may we all be able to rejoice that it was an 
outstanding success. 

Sincerely yours, 

F. J. Antoine, Jr. 

http:250,000.00


Yes! .... It Can! 
Three Things Can Change It: 

Faith 
... in our Church - in our God to bless our work. In our­
selves - that we can build a new School. That we will 
build it by our own efforts, and by God's help. 

Prayer 
.. . we will pray for the success of our canvass, because we 
l:telieve that only through prayer can we draw d'own 
strength from the heart of our Father in Heaven to do 
grea t things for Him. 

Sacrifice 
... with a strong faith, and continual prayer, we will be 
ready to sacrifice in order that our dream of a new Schoo] 
may become a reality. 

A Letter From Our Principal 
Dear Parents: 

For the past several years the increasing enrollment and the expressed de­
sire of more parents to enroll their children in our school has made us realize the 
trust and confidence placed in our teaching. We deeply appreciate your strong faith 
and high regard for Catholic Teaching in a school where love of God and country are 
inculcated as fundamental principles of Christianity and good citizenship. 

We further appreciate the sacrifices you have made to help us maintain the 
high level of your ideals. Yet, we also realize the inadequacy of our educational facil­
ities to meet this ever increasing enrollment and our inability to cope with this prol:t­
lem by ourselves. You are now being called upon to cooperate in the true spirit of 
sacrifice to meet our present and future needs. 

It is not necessary for us to point out the many problems and difficulties that 
confront us, Most of the class rooms are tasked to capacity, All grades from one to 
six have no lavatory facilities with the building, but must transfer to the other build­
ing for the same. Aside from the time element involved in dressing and undressing 
children for an outside passage, which is most inconvenient, it is quite outmoded to 
transfer a whole class at one time to the lavatory in the dead of winter. We believe 
that there are few who are not acquainted with the inadequacy of 'our heating sys­
tem either in the class rooms or auditorium, of the need for better lighting, and the 
difficulties encountered in a crowded class room. 

The oft repeated expressions of our need for a new school and better facilities 
for your children lead us to believe that yOU will further make whatever sacrifices 
necessary to attain this goal. On our part We assure you of our continued sacrifices and 
prayers to be worthy of that trust and confidence you have placed in us in the care of 
your children. 

Sincerely in Our Lady, 

¥~J7?f e7l/~W:V)? ff 
Sister Mary Conrad, S.S.N.D. 



Our Responsibility 

There is nothing complicated or high pressure about our finance plan. Weare 
simply asking that every member and friend of the Church set aside a generous and 
sacrificial portion of their income each week for a period of 100 weeks, and that they 
give the Church a true priority on their contributions during that period of time. 

Beginning about the time you receive this booklet, every family in any way 
affiliated with St. Gabriel's will be visited and given an opportunity to invest in 
this great program. 

Payment may be planned according to the wishes of each individual subscrib­
er. Since the total needed for our program is a large sum if thought of in terms of 
cash gifts, we would jeopardize the probability of attaining our goal by attempting 
to make total gifts in cash. Total gifts can be much larger if weekly payments are kept 
in mind. For just as it is easier to make larger purchases on the installment plan, so 
it is easier to make gifts in the amounts needed on a weekly basis. 

Pledge cards will be presented to members. It should be remembered that 
making a pledge in this canvass is not like signing a note for the amount subscribed. 
Weare simply asking that you indicate on the pledge card how much you feel you will 
be able to give during the two-year period. 



How To Make Our Gift 

In the careful- and prayerful- consideration of "How much shall I give?" 

think of several points, for the size of our pledges will depend upon: 
LOur Christianity, 
2, Our interest in the Church and School Progmm, 
3, Our recognition of the need. 
4, Our financial ability, 
5. Our method of paying the pledges. 
6, Our willingness to sacrifice. 
7, Our desire to entourage others to 

sacrifice. 
8, Our willingness to trust God and 

believe His promises. 
One of the greatest experiences in the life of a Christian is that of helping to 

build a school and widen facilities - debt free - to extend the services of his church 
in the community. To do this is to widen one's own horizon of Christian living and 
fellowship. 

Until we have made an investment in our Church, we are more 01' less accept­
ing the farsighted charity of others every time we or our children use a church, 

Remember that the greatest effect on sacrificial pledging is upon the donors 
themselves. The spiritual value of sacril;,;e has been known to man since before 
Christia ni ty. 

There would be no Christians today if it were not for the great sacrifice of our 
Christian leaders. You and your family are requcsted to begin now giving ser­

ious, prayel'ful consideration to the amount you will endeavor to contribute to our 
Church. 

A fellow-member, who has made his pledge, will call at your home prior to 
May 1:3, 1956 with a card for your pledge. 

Your Church does not challenge your ability to give - it challef4ges your 
willingness to give as a follower of Jes'ls Christ. 

How Much Shall I Give? 
Raising $250,000.00 in combined funds pledges depends entirely upon the size 

of pledges, because the number of potential subscribers is automatically limited to 
our member families and others who arc interested in our Church activities. 

There will be no high pressure solicitation, but instinctively we will not 
pledge more than a fraction of the amount to be raised unless we recognize that: 

(1) 	 "Giving is a habit usually a weak token-giving habit; 
(2) 	 "Pocket-book protection" is an instinct - usually a strong one; 

) Our interests follow our dollars better-than-tol,en giving will help 
increase our interest in 'our Church and even more important - in our 
spiritual lives; 

(4) 	 It is easy to critize, but hard to give sacriflcially; 
(5) 	 Until a Christian family has made at least one sacrificial gift to the build­

ing of some Church, the members of that family are impoverishing their 
Christianity every time they use any Churcb building because they are 
content to live by what others have done without accepting responsibil­
ity themselves they are "taking a ride," 

In the flnal analysis, the amount of my gift, considering my means, comes 
down to the question of how 1 feel about God and His Church. 

I shall know that 1 have enough when I feel that I do not have to apol­
ogize for my gift to God or man. 

It is our hope to provide for our Church as we have been fOT. In 
proportion to Our giving ability let us 

http:250,000.00


t 


If We Have Faith ... 
"For truly I say to you, if you ha ve faith as a 

grain of mustard seed ... no thing will be impos ­
sible to you." 

If we have to grasp our opportunity, if we love 
our Lord and His Church, if we honestly wish to 
fulfill our mission as a Church, we can , within the 
next few weeks, make sure that we budd so u!1dl \' 
and well. 

Let it be sa id of St. Gabriel's Congr2gation that 
in great faith her people made sure that the future 
of the Church was safeguarded by building fo (' 
the needs of all of our people. 

We should pray earnestly that the members of 
our congregation will unite in generous support of 
this program for the strengthening of God 's Church 
in this place a nd that together we may find much 
joy in His service . 

And, remember, it is not " how much our Church 
needs" but rather HOW MUCH OUR MEMBERS 
NEED TO GIVE 

The Prayer Pledge 
At each evening meal between now and the end of 
the canvass let each famil y pray that our canvass 
may be su ~cessful if it be for (1) the GREATER 
HONOR AND GLORY OF GOD and if it be ac­
cording to his Hol y will (2) that THROUGH OUR 
EXAMPLE AND PRAYERFUL SACRIFICE in­
dustr y may be attracted to our ci ty to give steady 
employment to all our people. 

Dearest Lord, teach m e to be generous. Teach me 

to serve Thee as Thou deservest, to gi ve and not to 

count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, 

to toil and to seek for rest, to labor and not ask 

for reward, save that of knowing that I am doing 

Thy will. 


